
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

Greetings from down under.  We have been in the middle of our winter, with temperatures 

during the day from 55F to low 60F in our region. We think it is cold but after being in some of 

the southern parts of our country I have developed a new appreciation for cold. 

Melinda and I have been busy these last 

two months. Just recently we decided to 

take 10 days out and go visit our eldest 

son, Aaron and his wife Angelique who 

live in Coolangatta, which is on the Gold 

Coast of Australia. 

   While 

we were 

there, 

Aaron 

took us 

out 

whale 

watching 

which was 

special as we 

got to see 

whales 

migrating up 

the east coast of Australia to warmer waters to 

have their young.  These 40 ton Humpback 

whales are enormous growing to over 50 feet 

long. Gen 1:21 says “God created the great sea 

monsters ( great whales,lit  ‘ a long –

stretch)and God saw that it was good.”  They 

certainly are massive creatures and God 
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deserves the glory for them. Aaron (Captain) and his deck hands have to find them so it is quite 

a process trying to spot them and not drive 

them away from the vessel as we are in there 

turf. We also got to go on the boat with 

Steve and Jan Meredith, a couple living in 

Brisban

e that 

used to 

live in 

Tauran

ga and 

were a 

part of 

the 

Otumoe

tai church. We managed to arrange to all go out at the 

same time and had some fun with them and their family 

who were 

there at 

the same 

time we 

were in Australia.  A few months ago, Aaron 

had booked me into a sky dive for my 60th 

birthday and his 30th which was last year. It was 

something I would do once but not again. As 

heights are not my speciality. However the kids 

got some great enjoyment seeing dad jump out 

of a plane at 14000 feet (highest you are 

allowed to jump). What made my tandem dive 

interesting was, I could smell the alcohol on my 

tandem dive instructor and thought I hope the 

guy sobers up real quickly as he is the one that 

has packed the parachute and is the one pulling the cord. God was merciful to us and the 

instructor was able to land us to my relief.( The picture above tells the story)  We had a great 

time with Aaron and Angelique and are very proud of them both. It was a wonderful time 

together. 

Nathan graduated and now has his bachelor’s degree. He is planning on taking 6 months out 

and traveling to the U.S. and spend some time in California with his sister and her family. He 

has been home with us for 6 weeks and we have enjoyed having him during this time. 



Abby and family are keeping busy with summer activities and life in California. We miss them 

a lot. 

This last month we were able to get the leaders in the church together to discuss how we can 

get the gospel out and disciple people better. So we put on 

a small “Disciples making Disciples” conference where 

church of Christ leaders could come and share, pray and 

think of ways we can better be about God’s mission. We 

had 60 present and it was encouraging and unifying in this 

mission.  Jay Jarboe and I led the discussions and there are 

pla

ns 

for 

ano

ther 

one 

to 

be held in Nov. in Auckland. All who 

came were encouraged. 

We recently got a call from the Taylors 

in the South Island that Ruth had died. 

Ruth has been struggling with cancer 

and they had asked me earlier on if I 

would conduct the funeral of which I was honoured. It was one way I could demonstrate Christ 

to several of the children and grandchildren. Ruth was wonderful example to the family of a 

Christian life and has 21 grandchildren.  



In April, Melinda 

helped organize a 

Ladies Day for 

ladies in the north 

island.  The theme 

was “Heart keepers” 

and it was a great 

success with many 

of the church of 

Christ ladies coming 

from far and wide to 

be a part of it. There 

were 87 who 

attended and felt fed 

and up lifted by it. 

Some of our younger 

ladies spoke which was 

great and they did a 

wonderful job.  

Recently I flew to Nelson 

on the South Island to 

preach and held a 

meeting with the 

members to work out 

direction and goals the 

church needs to have. I 

felt very blessed to see 

their desire even though 

they are small. Since being with them, they have made further progress to work on goals to be 

about God’s mission. 

I took Melinda to Auckland to be a part of the ladies day at Morningside church. Avi,, one of the 

men from our church, drove the ladies up in a van. Avi and I spent the day together. The next day 

I preached at north shore church of Christ. 



The Whakatane group 

recently hosted 7 Harding 

students. It was 

encouraging for the house 

church to have these young 

people come by. We had a 

house full and lots of good 

singing and fellowship. 

We continue to mentor, 

encourage and influence 

many of our younger ones. We feel very humble that they want to be around us and that they 

respect and honor us. Andrew 

and Vee are a couple that 

stepped in to take over my role 

at Otumoetai so I can focus on 

helping and encouraging 

churches around the country. 

Please continue to keep our work 

in your prayers. 

 This month if you could please 

pray for 

Whakatane work as we are 

dealing with some weak 

Christians who need prayers to 

stay strong. 

Otumoetai and the churches around New Zealand as we focus on the mission of 

reaching the lost and reaching a 1000 disciples in 10 years. 

     My health that God will give us the mercy, strength and wisdom in his work as we age. 

      For our children and the various stages of life they are in. 

As always we are so grateful for the tireless support and encouragement we receive from 

you all. Thank you for not forgetting us as we work in his vineyard. 

In his service  

Chris and Melinda Miller 



 

 

 

 

 

  


